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3 Shipwrecked Sargisons 
 

Samuel Sargison (1808-1891) arrived in Hobart from Wisbech in 1839, an unassisted immigrant1.  One 

of his sons was called William Frederick Sargison (1848-1924) and was born in Hobart.  There, on 18 

January 1875, he married Ann Eliza Needham. It was not to be a long marriage! 

William and Ann moved almost at once to Dunedin where they were living in Arthur St.  Their son, 

Samuel Francis Sargison (1875-1952) was born late that year. 

Less than a year later his mother Ann Eliza was dead, buried in the Northern Cemetery.  In 2005 as 

part of a cemetery conservation initiative the wooden grave marker was found!   

William Francis Sargison having had his life upturned decided to return to Hobart with his infant son  

William Frederick accompanied,  it would appear,  by his brother John and his son they2 boarded the 

SS Otago  Unfortunately it was not a wise choice for on 16 December 1876 the Otago, ( which was 

rigged as a barque) was wrecked at the northern end of Chasland’s Mistake (Makati) on December 

4th, 1876. The ship was in excellent condition and the master, Captain Calder,  very experienced. This 

experience showed in his masterful management of the abandonment described below.  The fact that 

no lives were lost is extraordinary.3  

 
1 He was the 1st cousin 5x removed of Craig & Allan 
2 His brother was John Thomas so the initial “A” in the testimonial could well be wrong as there is not other J A Sargison known to us. 
3https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/BH18761208.2.31?page=55&query=sargison&title=NZTR%2CAHCOG%2CBH%2CCL%2CCRO
MARG%2CDUNST%2CESD%2CLCM%2CLCP%2CLWM%2CME%2CMIC%2CMTBM%2CNOT%2COAM%2CODT%2COW%2COSWCC%2CSOCR%

Figure 1 From Owaka Museum and Information Centre 
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Second Report 

 

The infant was of course Samuel Francis Sargison. 

 
2CST%2CTT%2CWSTAR%2CAMBPA%2 
CAG%2CASHH%2CEG%2CGLOBE%2CLT%2CNCGAZ%2COO%2CCHP%2CSCANT%2CTS%2CSUNCH%2CTEML%2CTHD%2CWDA  
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Despite the upset to their lives the passengers seemed to have the highest admiration for the 

Captain and crew as shown in this testimonial:4 

 

 

11 October 2019 

 
4 BRUCE HERALD, VOLUME IX, ISSUE 861, 8 DECEMBER 1876 


