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Social Activities - Sandymount 
 
Although communications were difficult, there was a rich life in the small settlements of Otago which 
surfaces in the newspapers.  I have chosen to demonstrate this using Sandymount as an example, as 
many of our predecessors will have been involved. 
 
The following photo of the Dick family orchestra illustrates one such activity!  William senior is on the 
left and the next adult is his son, William. The exact location is unknown. 
 

 
Figure 1 the Dick family orchestra on the Peninsula 

 
Unsurprisingly, a major pursuit for men of various ages was shooting! The Otago Witness in 

particular regularly reported shoots such as in this article in 1880.1  Civic spirit was strong too with 

Mr Riddell’s efforts to benefit the Benevolent Society in 1885 – see bottom left report on the next 

page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/OW18800110.2.46?end_date=31-12-1880&page=5&query=sandymount&start_date=01-
01-
1839&title=AHCOG%2CBH%2CCL%2CCROMARG%2CDUNST%2CESD%2CLCM%2CLCP%2CLWM%2CME%2CMIC%2CMTBM%2CNOT%2COA
M%2CODT%2COW%2COSWCC%2CSOCR%2CST%2CTT%2CWSTAR&type=ARTICLE%2CILLUSTRATION 
 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/OW18800110.2.46?end_date=31-12-1880&page=5&query=sandymount&start_date=01-01-1839&title=AHCOG%2CBH%2CCL%2CCROMARG%2CDUNST%2CESD%2CLCM%2CLCP%2CLWM%2CME%2CMIC%2CMTBM%2CNOT%2COAM%2CODT%2COW%2COSWCC%2CSOCR%2CST%2CTT%2CWSTAR&type=ARTICLE%2CILLUSTRATION
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/OW18800110.2.46?end_date=31-12-1880&page=5&query=sandymount&start_date=01-01-1839&title=AHCOG%2CBH%2CCL%2CCROMARG%2CDUNST%2CESD%2CLCM%2CLCP%2CLWM%2CME%2CMIC%2CMTBM%2CNOT%2COAM%2CODT%2COW%2COSWCC%2CSOCR%2CST%2CTT%2CWSTAR&type=ARTICLE%2CILLUSTRATION
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/OW18800110.2.46?end_date=31-12-1880&page=5&query=sandymount&start_date=01-01-1839&title=AHCOG%2CBH%2CCL%2CCROMARG%2CDUNST%2CESD%2CLCM%2CLCP%2CLWM%2CME%2CMIC%2CMTBM%2CNOT%2COAM%2CODT%2COW%2COSWCC%2CSOCR%2CST%2CTT%2CWSTAR&type=ARTICLE%2CILLUSTRATION
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/OW18800110.2.46?end_date=31-12-1880&page=5&query=sandymount&start_date=01-01-1839&title=AHCOG%2CBH%2CCL%2CCROMARG%2CDUNST%2CESD%2CLCM%2CLCP%2CLWM%2CME%2CMIC%2CMTBM%2CNOT%2COAM%2CODT%2COW%2COSWCC%2CSOCR%2CST%2CTT%2CWSTAR&type=ARTICLE%2CILLUSTRATION
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Figure 2 The first "bus" to Dunedin from 

Sandymount. 

 

The Lodge of Good Templars was founded Sandymount in 1881:2 (left below) as were the Primitive 
Brethren: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Papers Past | PENINSULA. (Otago Witness, 1881-04-09) 
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Schooling was of course important in a Scots community in 1887:3 the Mr McKay would probably 

have been from the Andersons Bay McKays. 

 
And in 1893, there was a lecture on Maori 
history. And the subject of women was not 
forgotten 
 

:4 
The Boer War raised patriotic fervour5 and self- 
improvement flourished.6 

 

 
3 Papers Past | SANDYMOUNT SCHOOL. (Otago Witness, 1887-12-30) 
4 Papers Past | SANDYMOUNT. (Otago Witness, 1891-05-28) 
5 Papers Past | MEETING AT SANDYMOUNT. (Otago Daily Times, 1900-02-13) 
6 Papers Past | SANDYMOUNT. (Otago Witness, 1891-10-01) 
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Of course life had the usual vicissitudes as noted below in 1881. 
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In 1899 the Primitive Methodists were flourishing.7 So 

too was the Otago Peninsula Rifle Club8. 

 

 
7 Papers Past | SOCIAL MEETING. (Evening Star, 1899-09-15) 
8 Papers Past | SANDYMOUNT. (Otago Witness, 1891-12-22) 


